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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM, AR, PINT 

SUBJECT: RECENT HUMAN RIGHTS DEVELOPMENTS IN ARGENTINA 

SUMMARY. THERE ARE SEVERAL INDICATIONS OF INCREASED 
OFFICIAL ARGENTINE CONCERN ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 
IN THE COUNTRY. THE SERIES OF HIGH-LEVEL US VISITORS 
HERE DURING AUGUST CONSIDERABLY RAISED THE ARGENTINE 
CONSCIOUSNESS OF THESE VIOLATIONS AND. WE BELIEVE, 

HEARTENED PUBLIC GROUPS AND POLITICAL FACTIONS WHO 
SEEK CORRECTION OF THESE ABUSES. REPORTS HERE OF 
PRESIDENT VIDELA'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON, THOUGH OFTEN 
COUCHED IN ASSERTIONS THAT HE OBTAINED US "UNDERSTANDING" 

OF ARGENTINA'S TROUBLES, POINT TO HIS OWN HEIGHTENED 
CONCERN AND INTENTION DO MAKE THIS CONCERN FELT. EVEN 
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BEFORE HIS VISIT CLASSIFIED SOURCES OF THE EMBASSY HAD 
REPORTED EFFORTS TO CONTROL FREE-WHEELING SECURITY ARMS AND 
TO GET CONTROL OF ALL SECURITY UNITS. 

THE DISAPPEARANCE OF ALFREDO BRAVO, LABOR LEADER AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVITS, CAME AS A SETBACK IN THIS PROCESS 
EQUAL TO THAT OF THE DISAPPEARANCE OF AMBASSADOR HIDALGO 
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SOLA. FORCES INIMICAL TO HUMAN RIGHTS IMPROVEMENT ARE 
STILL WITHOUT DOUBT AT WORK. WHAT REMAINS TO BE SEEN IS 
THE DEGREE TO WHICH PRESIDENT VIDE! .A CAN AND WILL OPPOSE 
THESE FORCES. A DECISION WHICH WILL BE MADE AGAINST A 
BACKGROUND OF CONTINUED OPPOSITION ON THE PART OF MANY 
TO WHAT WILL BE REGARDED AS "SOFTENING" IN THE WAR 
AGAINST TERRORISM AND LEFTIST SUBVERSION. END SUMMARY. 

1. "HUMAN RIGHTS POLITICS." AT THIS POINT WE CAN ONLY 
SPECULATE ABOUT THE EFFECTS OF ALONG STRING OF VISITORS 
FROM THE UNITED STATES WILL HAVE ON ARGENTINE RESOLVE TO 
CORRECT HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES. NOR CAN WE PREDICT HOW WELL 
VTDELA'S ASSERTION MADE IN WASHINGTON THAT ORDER WILL 
HAVE BEEN RESTORED IN THE COUNTRY BY CHRISTMAS CAN BE 
MADE A HARD FACT OF ARGENTINE LIFE. 

2. ON THE NEGATIVE SIDE WE KNOW THAT CARPING AND COMPLAINT 
FOLLOWED IN THE WAKE OF VISITS BY MRS. DERIAN, ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY TODMAN, CODELS YATRON AND HOLLINGS. A SMALL BUT 
IMPORTANT GROUP OF PEOPLE BELIEVED - OR PROFESSED TO 
BELIEVE AS A MEANS OF CRITICIZING PRESIDENT VIDELA - THAT 
THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN TOO FORTHCOMING WITH 
"INSPECTORS" FROM THE UNITED STATES. WE HEARD THAT 
SUBSECRETARY ALLARA AND OTHERS IN THE FONOFF OPPOSED 
VTDELA'S TRIP TO WASHINGTON. THESE SENTIMENTS WILL 
FLOURISH IN HARDLINE CIRCLES, WITHIN AND ON THE FRINGES OF 
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GOVERNMENT, THAT SEEK TO WIDEN THE WAR AGAINST TERRORISM 
- FOR EXAMPLE AGAINST "INTELLECTUAL SUBVERSION" - AND 
HOLD INTACT THE EXISTING ANTI-TERRORIST APPARATUS. IT 
APPEARS POSSIBLE THAT THE DISAPPEARANCE OF TEACHERS’ 

UNION LEADER ALFREDO BRAVO (SEE BELOW) RESULTED FROM THIS 
KIND OF SENTIMENT HAVING BECOME ONCE AGAIN "OPERATIONAL". 

3. ON THE POSITIVE SIDE WE BELIEVE THAT US ATTENTION HAS 
STRENGTHENED THE HAND OF ARGENTINES CONCERNED OVER HUMAN 
RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. INCLUDED IN THIS GROUP ARE MILITARY 
OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF GOVERNMENT TROUBLED BY THE FACT 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS, BUT EVEN MORE DEEPLY BY THE 
UNWHOLESOME POLITICAL SITUATION CERTAIN TO ACCRUE IF NO 
PROGRESS IS REGISTERED IN BRINGING ALL DESTRUCTIVE FORCES 

IN THE COMMUNITY-OF WHATEVER POLITICAL STRIPE-UNDER 
CONTROL. NEWSPAPERS HERE GAVE VIDELA'S PLEDGE WIDE 
COVERAGE AND ALSO HIS STATEMENT THAT "MY HAND WILL NOT 
TREMBLE" IN PUNISHING LAW VIOLATORS ON BOTH LEFT AND 
RIGHT. THERE HAS BEEN MUCH LATELY TO ENCOURAGE PEOPLE OF 
MODERATE VIEW, AND THIS ENCOURAGEMENT WILL HAVE ITS OWN 
POLITICAL EFFECT. 
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4. WE WEIGHT ALL THIS AND COME OUT BELIEVING: 1) THAT 
PRESIDENT VIDELA'S TRIP TO WASHINGTON AND THE RECENT FOCUS 
OF US ATTENTION ON ARGENTINA WILL STRENGTHEN HIS HAND-AS 
WELL AS HIS RESOLVE-IN GETTING CONTROL OF THE INDEPENDENTLY 
OPERATING SECURITY FORCES, AND OF REGULATING COUNTER- 
TERRORIST OPERATIONS TO ACCORD WITH SOBER THREAT 
ANALYSIS, AND; 

2) THAT HARDLINE ELEMENTS AND ANY OTHER VIDELA OPPONENTS 
WILL MAKE LIVELY USE AGAINST THE PRESIDENT OF ANY 
"SOFT" POLICY INITIATIVES. ANY VIDELA POLICY LIKELY 
TO EMERGE TO INSURE "PEACE BY CHRISTMAS" WITL BE 
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AS POLITICALLY RISKY FOR HIMSELF AS IT WILL BE 
NECESSARY FOR THE COUNTRY. 

5. DISAPPEARANCES: ALFREDO BRAVO. ALFREDO BRAVO, 
SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE NATIONAL TEACHERS UNION 
(CTERA) AND A LEADER IN THE ARGENTINE PERMANENT 
ASSEMBLY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, WAS TAKEN FROM HIS 
CLASSROOM ON SEPTEMBER 8 BY SEVEN MEN WHO IDENTIFIED 
THEMSELVES AS SECURITY OFFICERS. THE NAMES GIVEN 
BY "POLICE" AT THE TIME OF THE KIDNAPPING, ALONG 
WITH BADGE NUMBERS, WERE LATER DISCLAIMED BY 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


POLICE AUTHORITIES. BRAVO HAD MET WITH 
THE VISITING AFL-CIO SOLIDARITY GROUP IN BUENOS 
AIRES TO MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH THE ARGENTINE LABOR 
MOVEMENT, ALONG WITH COLLEAGUES FROM THE PERMANENT 
ASSEMBLY ON HUMAN RIGHTS, THE EVENING OF WEDNESDAY, 

SEPT 7. THE EMBASSY HAS LEARNED FROM WILLIAM 
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DOHERTY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FOR AIFLD, THAT AFL-CIO 
IS DEEPLY CONCERNED SINCE A POSSIBLE EXPLANATION OF 
THE BRAVO "DISAPPEARANCE" IS THAT IT WAS AN ACT OF 
RETALIATION FOR HIS HAVING MET WITH THE VISITING LABOR 
LEADERS. EMBASSY VIEW IS, HOWEVER, THAT BRAVO'S 
ASSOCIATION WITH "PERMANENT ASSEMBLY" MAY HAVE 
PROVIDED MOTIVATION FOR THE ABDUCTION. CIRCUMSTANCES 
SURROUNDING THE CASE ARE REMINISCENT OF THOSE OF THE 
NOTORIOUS— AN STILL UNSOLVED-HIDLAGO SOLA DISAPPEARANCE. 

6. DEUTSCH FAMILY ABDUCTION AND DETENTION. 

THERE HAS BEEN NO FURTHER NEWS REGARDING THE HEALTH OR 
WHEREABOUTS OF ALEJANDRO AND HELENA DEUTSCH AND 
THEIR THREE DAUGHTERS, TAKEN FROM THEIR HOME ON AUGUST 27, 
EXCEPT FOR THE SHORT OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 
THAT THEY WERE BEING DETAINED BY THE THIRD ARMY FOR 
INVESTIGATION OF POSSIBLE CONNECTION WITH SUBVERSIVE 
ACTIVITIES. (SEE BUENOS AIRES 6629) EMBASSY IS 
CONTINUING ITS EFFORTS TO FACILITATE THE SAFE TRAVEL OF 
THE DEUTSCH GRANDCHILDREN ERICA AND TOMAS ALEJANDRO. 

7. HUMAN RIGHTS GROUP ACTIVITIES. 

THERE APPEARS TO BE LIVENING ACTIVITY ON THE PART OF 
PUBLIC GROUPS HERE WORKING IN HUMAN RIGHTS INTERESTS. 

A. THE ARGENTINE LEAGUE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. IN A 
PRECEDENT MAKING STEP THE LEAGUE PURCHASED (AT A DISCOUNT), 
AND "LA PRENSA” PUBLISHED IN ITS SEPTEMBER 2ND EDITION, A HALF 
PAGE ADVERTISEMENT CALLING FOR NATIONAL GOVERNMENT ACTION 
TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEMS OF THE "THE DISAPPEAREDS". FOLLOWING 
UP ON THE AD, THE LEAGUE SENT TO ALL PERSONS WHO 
HAVE REGISTERED A DISAPPEARED RELATIVE TWO DRAFT 
PETITIONS— ONE TO BE SIGNED BY FAMILY MEMBERS WHO HAVE 
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DISAPPEARED RELATIVES AND THE OTHER TO BE SIGNED BY 
PERSONS SUPPORTING INCREASED GOVERNMENT EFFORTS TO LOCATE 
DISAPPEARED INDIVIDUALS. THE LEAGUE HOPES TO PROVIDE 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING THE TOTAL NUMBER OF 
DISAPPEARANCES IN THE COUNTRY AS WELL AS TO ASSIST IN 
INDIVIDUAL CASES. THE LEAGUE HAS REQUESTED A MEETING 
WITH THE MILITARY JUNTA IN ORDER TO PRESENT THESE 
PETITIONS ON MOTHER S DAY. 
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B. MOTHERS OF THE PLAZA DE MAYO. DESPITE THE 
DETENTION AND RELEASE OF 16 OF THEIR NUMBERS SEVERAL 
WEEKS AGO (SEE BUENOS AIRES 6415) AND STEPPED-UP POLICE 
SURVEILLANCE. PLAZA MOTHERS CONTINUE TO SHOW UP ON 
THURSDAYS IN FRONT OF THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. TO AVOID 
CONFRONTATION THE MOTHERS HAVE REQUESTED THAT MEN AND 
YOUNGER WOMEN NOT COME TO THE PLAZA ON THURSDAYS, BUT 
OLDER WOMEN CONTINUE TO WALK AROUND THE PLAZA BY 
TWOS AND THREES, TRADING INFORMATION. THEY 
ARE NO LONGER ALLOWED TO FORM GROUPS AS BEFORE BUT AS 
ONE SAID, "NO ONE CAN STOP AN OLD LADY FROM TAKING A 
WALK." 

THE MOTHERS HAVE PREPARED A DRAFT PETITION TO THE 
JUNTA WHICH WAS QUIETLY SIGNED AT A CHURCH IN PALERMO ON 
SEPTEMBER 10 BY 170 MOTHERS OF DISAPPEARED YOUNG PEOPLE. 

A FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN IS UNDERWAY IN ORDER TO HAVE THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BUENOS 06791 03 OF 03 131353Z 

PETITION AND THE NAMES RUN AS A PUBLIC ADVERTISEMENT 
IN LA PRENSA. 

C. PERMANENT ASSEMBLY OF HUMAN RIGHTS. THE 
PERMANENT ASSEMBLY RECEIVED ON SEPTEMBER EKRA RESPONSE 
FROM PRESIDENT VIDELA TO THEIR AUGUST LETTER ASKING 
INCREASED GOVERNMENTAL EFFORTS TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF 
THE NUMEROUS DISAPPEARANCES WITHIN THE COUNTRY. PRESIDENT 
VIDELA'S LETTER WAS A COURTEOUS REPLY OF CONCERN BUT 
MADE NO PROMISES. THE ASSEMBLY PLANS TO PURSUE THIS 
DIALOGUE WITH THE JUNTA IN A CONTINUING EFFORT TO FOCUS 
GOA ATTENTION ON THE DISAPPEARANCE ISSUE. 

8. FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS HUMAN RIGHTS INITIATIVES. 

SWEDISH MINISTER FALLDIN WROTE ARGENTINE PRESIDENT 
VIDELA IN EARLY SEPTEMBER TO EXPRESS HIS CONCERN OVER 
AN ARGENTINE RESPONSE TO THE DISAPPEARANCE OF DAGMAR 
HAGELIN, A 17-YEAR OLD GIRL OF ARGENTINE-SWEDISH CITIZEN- 
SHIP. FALLDIN POINTED OUT THAT HE WAS DISSATISFIED THAT 
THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO EXPLAIN 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING HAGELIN'S DISAPPEARANCE 
DESPITE THE FACT THAT SEVEN MONTHS HAD PASSED. 

ACCORDING TO AN OFFICER OF THE GERMAN EMBASSY, 

THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, IN RESPONSE TO THE 
DEATH OF FRG NATIONAL ELIZABETH KASEMANN, DECIDED 
EARLIER THIS SUMMER NOT TO INCREASE A GERMAN "EXIM" TYPE 
LOAN GUARANTEE PROGRAM FOR ARGENTINA. WITH THE EXPANDING 
ARGENTINE ECONOMY. A SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE IN COMMERCIAL 
LOAN GUARANTEE FUNDS FOR ARGENTINA HAD BEEN PROGRAMMED 
FOR NEXT YEAR, BUT AT THE URGING OF THE GERMAN 
EMBASSY HERE AND REPORTEDLY AFTER A MAJOR BUREAUCRATIC 
ARGUMENT WITH THE ECONOMICS MINISTRY IN BONN, IT WAS 
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DECIDED TO KEEP THE LOAN FACILITY AT ITS PRESENT LEVEL. 

9. HUMAN RIGHTS: THE PSYCHOLOGICAL INPUT. 

OF INTEREST IN WEIGHING THE IMPACT OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
CONCERNS OF THE US AND OTHER COUNTRIES UPON ARGENTINE 
OFFICIALS AND THE ARGENTINE PUBLIC WAS THE TREATMENT 
GIVEN BY THE PRESS TO A SERIES OF US VISITORS DURING 
AUGUST (MRS. DERI AN, MR. TODMAN, CODELS YATRON AND 
HOLLINGS)— ALL READILY ASSUMED BY ARGENTINES TO HAVE 
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HUMAN RIGHTS CONCERNS FOREMOST IN MIND. 

THE BALANCE IN THE ACTUAL PRESENTATIONS MADE BY 
THESE OFFICIALS WAS LARGELY OVERLOOKED BY THE PRESS IN 
FAVOR OF ACCENTUATING POSITIVE COMMENTS AND ASSERTING 
THAT VISITORS HAD LEFT ARGENTINA WITH A "BETTER UNDER- 
STANDING" OF THE SITUATION ARGENTINA FACED- AND THUS, 
PRESUMABLY, A LESS STRINGENT ATTITUDE TOWARD HUMAN 
RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN ARGENTINA. THE TONE WAS, EXCEPT 
FOR SMALL CARPING AGAINST US "INSPECTORS", GENERALLY 
OPTIMISTIC. 

THIS OPTIMISM WAS MUTED IN THE PRIVATE 
CONVERSATIONS OF SENIOR MILITARY AND FOREIGN MINISTRY 
OFFICIALS, WHO TENDED TO DWELL ON THE "UNDERSTANDING" 

(AND PRESUMABLY EXCULPATION) ISSUE AND THE "HARDNESS” 

OF MRS. DERIAN’S STANCE. HER TALK WITH MINISTER OF 
INTERIOR HARGUINDEGUY WAS CITED IN THIS CONNECTION. 

PUBLIC RESPONSE TO THE VISITS ALSO TOOK THE FORM 
OF AN OUTPOURING OF PETITIONS ADDRESSED DIRECTLY TO 
THE US VISITORS ASKING THEM TO HELP IN THE SPECIFIC 
CASES OF DISAPPEARED FAMILY MEMBERS. A TOTAL OF 326 
CASES WERE PRESENTED, WHICH THE EMBASSY IS SORTING FOR 
PRESENTATION TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS WORKING GROUP OF THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY. 
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10. ANTI-SEMITIC BOOK BANNED. 

THE OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF SEPTEMBER 6 ANNOUNCED THE 
BANNING OF THE PUBLICATION OF "SCHULCHAN ARUKH-THE 
SECRET CODE OF THE JEWS". THE "DAIA", A SPOKESGROUP FOR 
THE JEWISH COMMUNITY, ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THIS BANNING 
WAS SPONTANEOUS BUT REMAINS CONCERNED ABOUT OTHER BOOKS 
AVAILABLE IN THE NEWS STANDS OF BUENOS AIRES JEWISH GROUPS 
REGARD AS OFFENSIVE. 

11. IMPROVING THE ARGENTINE IMAGE. 

ON AUGUST 30 THE FOREIGN OFFICE ANNOUNCED THE CREATION 
OF A PRESS AND BROADCASTING OFFICE REPORTING DIRECTLY 
TO THE FOREIGN MINISTER. THIS OFFICE MAY HAVE BEEN A 
RESULT OF THE RECENT MEETING OF ARGENTINE AMBASSADORS 
IN EUROPE DURING WHICH THE DETERIORATION OF ARGENTINA'S 
IMAGE ABROAD WAS REPORTED TO BE A PRINCIPAL TOPIC. 

12. JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS. 

THERE HAVE BEEN PRESS REPORTS IN THE PAST MONTH OF 
JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS IN WHICH PERSONS IN TENUOUS ASSOCIATION 
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WITH "SUBVERSIVE MOVEMENTS". HAVE RECEIVED RELATIVELY 
LIGHT SENTENCES (3-6 YEARS) AND PERSONS WITH DEEPER 
ASSOCIATIONS BUT WHO HAVE BEEN COOPERATIVE WITH POLICE 
HAVE RECEIVED REDUCED SENTENCES OR BEEN RELEASED WITHOUT 
SENTENCE. 

IN TWO CASES OF INTEREST TO THE EMBASSY (THE 
CAMUSO DE RODRIQUEZ CASE AND THE VOGELER CASE) PERSONS 
HELD FOR LONG WITHOUT CHARGE HAVE IN FACT BEEN OFFICIALLY 
CHARGED WITH ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF WEAPONS. 

WHETHER THIS WAS DONE MERELY TO THWART US AND OTHERS 
INTERESTS IN HAVING THESE PRISONERS PROMPTLY RELEASED 
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FROM EXECUTIVE DETENTION IS NOT YET CLEAR. THE FURTHER 
DEVELOPMENT OF THESE CASES WILL BE A SIGNAL ON HOW 
THESE KINDS OF TRIALS WILL PROCEED. 

HIGGINS 
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